Montana Kaimin, April 15, 2010 by Students of The University of Montana, Missoula
University of Montana
ScholarWorks at University of Montana
Montana Kaimin, 1898-present Associated Students of the University of Montana(ASUM)
4-15-2010
Montana Kaimin, April 15, 2010
Students of The University of Montana, Missoula
Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/studentnewspaper
This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the Associated Students of the University of Montana (ASUM) at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in Montana Kaimin, 1898-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. For more information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.
Recommended Citation
Students of The University of Montana, Missoula, "Montana Kaimin, April 15, 2010" (2010). Montana Kaimin, 1898-present. 5317.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/studentnewspaper/5317
ontana   aiminwww.montanakaimin.com
Page 9
Athletic teams
mull possibility
of leaving Big Sky
U M ’s  I n d e p e n d e n t  C a m p u s  N e w s p a p e r  S i n c e  1 8 9 8 Volume CXII Issue 90M K Thursday, April 15, 2010
Pages 4-5
Four plenary lectures 
slated for
NCUR weekend
Pages 6-7
A guide to Missoula’s
restaurants, bars
and music
UM students to present research on homeless
Jayme Fraser
Montana Kaimin
Unpaid internships offered to 
University of Montana students 
have been slowly on the rise in the 
past couple of years along with 
rising unemployment and a bad 
economy nationwide. 
This rise, however, has been 
mild compared to other universi-
ties across the country.
“We’re not experiencing the 
same thing,” said Terry Berk-
house, director of Internship Ser-
vices, a UM program that acts as 
a conduit between employers look-
ing for interns and students look-
ing to fill the positions.
Berkhouse said the overall 
number of unpaid interns coming 
out of UM hasn’t gone up much. 
Unpaid internships on the rise; legality scrutinized
Kimball Bennion
Montana Kaimin
In 2009, unpaid interns made up 
exactly half of the number of in-
terns coming out of the University. 
In 2005, the number was a little bit 
lower, with unpaid interns making 
up 45 percent.
Berkhouse said Missoula’s 
large number of nonprofit orga-
nizations coupled with a student 
population willing to volunteer for 
them has always made the num-
ber of unpaid interns coming out 
of UM high, but he’s not ready to 
ascribe it all to students’ zeal to 
volunteer.
“There is a gradual increase,” 
Berkhouse said. “I can’t say that 
it’s not happening.”
According to Berkhouse, a 
sluggish job market is probably 
to blame. While the numbers may 
not be high, he said, he has noticed 
more of a desire for unpaid interns 
than before.
“I’ve gotten more employers 
calling about getting an unpaid 
intern than I’ve ever had,” Berk-
house said.
Although no official data ex-
ists, the New York Times reported 
last week that most national ex-
perts agree that there has been a 
rise nationwide in unpaid intern-
ships. This has led the U.S. De-
partment of Labor, along with 
states like Oregon and California, 
to eye unpaid internships with sus-
picion, and they have even fined 
employers for violating federal la-
bor standards.
Although unpaid internships 
are legal, employers do have to 
follow some rules before they can 
hire students to work for free.
The Labor Department has six 
specific guidelines in place re-
garding unpaid interns. If employ-
ers can show, for example, that the 
training done is for the intern’s 
benefit, such as professional expe-
rience or college credit, and that 
the intern’s work doesn’t replace 
that of a full-time employee, then 
not paying for that work is consid-
ered legal.
Berkhouse said that most busi-
nesses are aware of these rules, 
but he does find himself having to 
educate a few employers on what 
they can and can’t do. Sometimes, 
Berkhouse will choose not to ad-
vertise a position at all because it 
seems too suspicious.
There are some red flags that 
students should look for when 
seeking any internship, Berkhouse 
said. 
For one, employers who use the 
word “independent contractor,” in 
the job description should raise 
some eyebrows. That can mean 
that a student would be hired out to 
do a job for a business, but would 
not be on the payroll. Independent 
contractors usually own their own 
businesses and have a system to 
charge for their work. If an em-
ployer says a student would work 
as an independent contractor, it 
probably means they’re looking 
for free labor.
Students should also look out 
See INTERNSHIPS, page 3
Some members of the community think it’s causing problems instead of trying to solve them.
Allyson Foster, UM student researcher, on Poverello Center“ ”
Eric Oravsky/Montana Kaimin
Allyson Foster stands outside the Poverello Center on Ryman Street in downtown Missoula. This is where Foster and other UM students have worked on a research 
project dealing with homelessness and the politics behind care, funding and social problems. They will present their findings at the National Conference on Under-
graduate Research on Friday and Saturday.
Though nearly 3,000 more 
people will be roaming the streets 
of Missoula during the National 
Conference on Undergraduate Re-
search this weekend, several Uni-
versity of Montana students hope 
to increase awareness about the is-
sues facing the hundreds of home-
less locals. 
Allyson Foster and six other 
students from a new sociology 
research course will present their 
research about homelessness in 
Missoula during NCUR. 
“It’s on the issues that the Po-
verello faces,” Foster said of her 
presentation while sitting outside 
the homeless shelter, just before 
being interrupted. 
Tecumseh, a homeless client of 
the Poverello Center, asked Foster 
if she was new to Missoula since 
she had not seen her before. 
Foster politely said she’s lived 
in Missoula four years and spoke 
with the inquisitive, middle-aged 
woman about her two rescued 
dogs, Genosee and Bonehead.
Tecumseh eventually ended the 
discussion to go looking for Bone-
head, who had wandered off.
“Most of the time is spent like 
this, just talking with people,” 
Foster said before continuing to 
discuss the class.
Two UM professors, and soon 
a total of four, designed the course 
after the Poverello Center suggest-
ed a collaborative research proj-
ect that would help them produce 
education materials about their 
services and Missoula’s homeless 
population.
With the support of a grant 
from the Office for Civic Engage-
ment, Sociology 591: Hunger and 
Homelessness developed into a 
service learning course and non-
traditional research project in 
which the students would volun-
teer at the facilities instead of just 
observing.
“It helps the students get more 
‘lived’ information about the Po-
verello staff and clients and what 
it’s like to live and work in that 
climate,” said Niraja Golightly, an 
instructor from AmeriCorps Cam-
pus Compact. “Non-traditional 
research is very social justice-ori-
ented because it shares power.”
At the beginning of the course, 
the focus of students’ research 
was developed during a discus-
sion with an advisory board whose 
members all use the services of-
fered by the Poverello Center or its 
satellite locations. 
Next week, the students will 
meet with the group once again 
to discuss their findings and im-
prove their understanding of what 
they’ve learned about homeless-
ness issues, including differences 
in perception.
“We want to be participatory 
and include the clients in the re-
search as co-experts,” Golightly 
said.
Foster said she encourages stu-
dents and the community to attend 
their NCUR presentations to learn 
about their experiences working at 
the Poverello Center, Valor House 
and St. Joseph Residence.
“Some members of the com-
munity think it’s causing problems 
instead of trying to solve them,” 
Foster said.
See NCUR, page 12
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Happy vacation to all the Uni-
versity of Montana students who 
are using the National Confer-
ence on Undergraduate Research 
as an excuse to hit the road this 
weekend, and welcome to the 
thousands of students from out-
side of Missoula who are here on 
campus to present their work. 
Though the idea of a national 
research conference is, admit-
tedly, rather nerdy, it’s also 
refreshingly timeless. Taking 
over classrooms so that students 
can give 20-minute presenta-
tions aided by posters and answer 
questions about everything from 
nanoparticles to medieval ro-
mance is academia in its purest, 
most valuable, form. 
Universities are facing a lot of 
hard decisions these days. The di-
sastrous economic recession has 
not only meant less funding for 
schools — both from the govern-
ment and from private donors — 
but also a shift in what people see 
as valuable in education. 
Students don’t necessarily 
pursue a degree from an insti-
tute of higher learning simply 
because they want to better them-
selves and society. Often the goal 
is much more straightforward: 
Do what is necessary to get a 
decent job. Especially in times 
when jobs are scarce. 
That means that when times 
are tough, people seek programs 
that are relevant to the career they 
want, not just the classes that are 
going to present them with new 
topics to obsesses over.
Many colleges have responded 
to those new demands. At the end 
of last year, the New York Times 
reported that some schools are 
dropping majors in subjects like 
philosophy and American studies 
and opting for courses that will 
teach students how to put togeth-
er a decent resume and do well in 
a job interview. 
UM itself has seen its most 
notable enrollment spike at the 
College of Technology, which 
offers programs that can train 
people for jobs relatively quickly 
and get them back out into the 
workforce. 
So universities have to find 
the balance between responding 
to the country’s needs without 
abandoning the fields of study 
that have endured centuries and 
recessions before. And they must 
resolve that problem with less 
money than they’ve had in the 
past, as well as increasing pres-
sure to modernize resources like 
libraries, utilizing new technol-
ogy instead of just relying on an-
cient books. 
It is by no means an easy 
task. The only thing that is 
certain is that higher education in 
this country is bound to continue 
changing. 
Those changes can be suc-
cessful as long as universities 
don’t get so caught up in trends 
that they abandon the reason for 
having institutions such as this 
in the first place. And that is the 
ability for students to do the kind 
of work that will be presented at 
NCUR over the next couple of 
days. 
Classes don’t mean anything 
unless something meaningful can 
come out of them, and research 
has the potential to be better than 
ever in an age when so much in-
formation is so readily available. 
The key is to leave as many doors 
open as possible.
allison.maier@umontana.edu
Kudos to nerdy research presentations
Correction: 
In a sport’s brief on 
Wednesday, the Kaimin 
misspelled Katrina 
Drennen’s name.
In the 1985 postmodern novel 
“White Noise,” author Don De-
Lillo wryly considered what the 
function of a university-sponsored 
popular culture major would be in 
contemporary society.
Geared toward the “movie-
mad, trivia-crazed” products of 
a world fueled by hyper-consum-
erism, the purpose of the field of 
study would be “to decipher the 
natural language of the culture, to 
make a formal method of the shiny 
pleasures.” It would, in effect, be 
“an Aristotelianism of bubble gum 
wrappers and detergent jingles.” 
As tongue-in-cheek as DeL-
illo’s portrayal of this hypotheti-
cal major is, I still can’t help but 
take it seriously. What, after all, 
is more fundamentally relevant 
to our lives than the things (and I 
literally mean things; this isn’t just 
lazy writing) we are all collective-
ly surrounded by and confronted 
with on a daily basis?
Apparently some universities 
have also taken DeLillo’s satire 
to heart, because Ohio’s Bowl-
ing Green State University, North 
Carolina’s High Point University 
and Western Kentucky University 
all offer popular culture majors to 
their undergraduate students.
BGSU’s Web site asserts that 
“by examining television pro-
grams, movies, cars, houses, mu-
sic, museums, celebratory events, 
holidays, magazines and many 
other manifestations of culture, 
insights can be used to examine 
society presently and historically.”
Who says the Sims and “Va-
nilla Sky” can’t be studied and 
analyzed in any meaningful way? 
Chuck Klosterman, a columnist 
for Esquire and arguably the king 
of all things pop culture, has built 
his entire career around engaging 
deliberations on the larger impli-
cations of our society’s obsession 
with pornography, our indiffer-
ence toward soccer and why “The 
Real World” is slowly but surely 
making us all less interesting peo-
ple.  
At BGSU, students must also 
choose a minor to accompany their 
popular culture major: sociology, 
journalism, history and women’s 
studies are some of the options. 
This minor paired with the major, 
the school argues, adequately pre-
pares students for careers in fields 
such as advertising, public rela-
tions, mass media, teaching and 
library work. 
So what they are saying is that 
spending four years diligently in-
vestigating the cultural repercus-
sions of phenomena like Lady 
Gaga and the Snuggie prepares 
you for real world careers about as 
well as four years of Shakespeare 
and DeLillo. Because, after all, 
those aforementioned careers are 
what usually await your average 
graduate with a B.A. in English. 
But really, is studying the Jonas 
Brothers, fast food and hybrid cars 
more practical than say, studying 
John Milton or literary criticism? 
After all, even if you abhor the Jo-
nas Brothers with every ounce of 
energy you possess (and it is very 
understandable if you do), chances 
are you’ll encounter them (in some 
capacity that is probably not liter-
al) more often than you will “Para-
dise Lost.” 
I guess what it comes down to 
is a question of relevance. And 
more than that, of social stigmas 
and expectations. And even more 
than that, of the nature of knowl-
edge in general. It’s complicated, 
and it warrants considerable re-
flection.
Why does the idea of introduc-
ing a popular culture major strike 
most of us as inherently ridiculous 
when it would involve the exami-
nation of the very things that have 
evolved to inherently define us?
karen.garcia@umontana.edu
The modern common sense of things
Should U of M offer a popular culture major?
By Karen! Garcia
The Kaimin invites letters to the editor and guest columns.
Letters should be 300 words or fewer, and columns should be about 700 words. 
Please e-mail both to opinion@montanakaimin.com, or drop them off in Don Anderson Hall 208. 
Make sure to include a phone number.
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for anything alluding to the oppor-
tunity to “work independently.” 
Though many legitimate intern-
ships require independent work, 
such as legislative ones in which 
students do their own research 
with little supervision, there are 
also positions in which a lack of 
supervision could be unsafe.
Berkhouse also said that em-
ployers sometimes advertise posi-
tions that should be filled by a pro-
fessional employee, but cast it as 
an internship because they aren’t 
willing to pay.
Students considering unpaid 
internships should also consider 
that, legally, employers aren’t re-
quired to provide certain benefits. 
UM students will still be covered 
under the University’s mandated 
insurance plan as unpaid interns as 
long as they are working for credit, 
but employers are not required to 
provide worker’s compensation if 
the student is not on the payroll. 
With paid internships, employers 
are required to provide it.
Students still looking for in-
ternships may register with Griz 
eRecruiting at www.umt.edu/in-
ternships/students to browse In-
ternship Services’ online bulletin. 
Students may also register in per-
son in the Career Services office 
in the Lommasson Center. UM is 
also a partner with the Web site 
internships.com, which posts list-
ings exclusively for UM students 
who register with the site.
kimball.bennion@umontana.com
Jayme Fraser
Montana Kaimin
ASUM approves fee increase; senator resigns
University of Montana students 
will now pay an additional $26.10 
each semester after the ASUM 
Senate’s approval of an increase to 
the mandatory athletic fee, fund-
ing a renovation plan that would 
create new facilities. 
More than 120 student athletes 
in support of the resolution poured 
out of the room where the student 
senate met in the UC Wednesday 
night, crowding the doorways to 
hear the heated discussion that 
ended with Sen. Ray Davis an-
nouncing his resignation. 
Many athletes expressed their 
concerns to the senate.
“Right now, we are operating 
with a very poor facility and we 
are giving everybody pretty phe-
nomenal results. This is a trend 
that will very likely not continue 
with this facility,” track athlete 
and former ASUM Sen. Mary 
Kettering said. “Our’s pales in 
comparison to facilities other Di-
vision I schools can offer.”
The resolution, which passed 
with only Davis in opposition, 
increased the mandatory athletic 
fee paid by all students from $46 
to $72.10. The permanent fee in-
crease is slated to convert UM’s 
Art Annex into a new weight room 
for athletes, build a new art annex 
and renovate the current weight 
room into a study area for the ath-
letes.
At the meeting, Athletic Di-
rector Jim O’Day, as well as vice 
presidents Jim Foley and Bob 
Duringer, discussed the current 
ideas for the projects, which are 
still in early planning stages. 
Foley said the most likely loca-
tion for the new art annex would 
be near the East Broadway Park-
N-Ride across the river from cam-
pus. Duringer said he anticipates 
the building could be finished in 
summer 2012 if construction be-
gins in summer 2011.
Though the Dean of Visual 
and Performing Arts Stephen 
Kalm wasn’t present at the meet-
ing, O’Day said the arts school is 
excited to work with the athletic 
program on this project.
ASUM President Matt Fennell 
said he supported the resolution 
because it addressed the health 
and safety concerns of both the 
student athletes and those enrolled 
in arts courses that must work in a 
poorly ventilated building.
“The materials they work with 
create airborne particulars, silica, 
that will coat your lungs and cause 
respiratory illness,” he said. 
But liberal arts student Sara 
Horvath questioned the suggested 
location of the new building.
“I think there is an obvious 
student athlete need, but the arts 
always gets overlooked,” Horvath 
said. “It’s a big inconvenience for 
the arts students to go all the way 
across the river.”
Some senators, too, expressed 
concern that the location could 
disenfranchise those students.
Sen. Patrick Rhea, chair of the 
Transportation Committee, said it 
would cost at least an additional 
$70,000 to suitably improve Park-
N-Ride services to that location, 
not including the cost of a new bus.
Senators Rhea, Davis, and oth-
ers said they were concerned about 
making a hasty decision about a 
50 percent increase to the fee with 
very little information on how the 
money would be used since the 
plans are only in infancy.
“I’m making a $700,000-deci-
sion here based on five sentences 
that say why it’s important,” Rhea 
said. “I have no clear understand-
ing of where and how we are go-
ing to do this project and what role 
private donors would play in it. I 
can’t make this decision based on 
five sentences. While I recognize 
that while we had a large turnout 
of student athletes, there are still 
14,000 other people on this cam-
pus that will not directly benefit.”
Rhea said he would be much 
more comfortable allowing the 
entire student body to vote on the 
proposal during ASUM elections 
on Cyberbear later this month. 
He said that if the measure passed 
without going to a full student 
vote, he’d question the decision 
with the senate’s Constitutional 
Review Board. At the end of the 
night, he added the topic to the 
agenda for next week’s meeting.
The resolution was amended 
before passage to clarify that the 
increase would fund only facilities 
maintenance and construction, not 
athlete scholarships or other pro-
gram costs.
When the resolution passed 
at 11:07 p.m., many in the crowd 
hooted appreciatively or expressed 
surprise that the measure passed 
with little revision and without a 
full student body vote.
But the senators’ discussion of 
student fees did not end so soon.
After working months with the 
student-led nonprofit MontPIRG 
on its plan to fully reestablish a 
UM chapter, senators battled over 
the ballot language that students 
would see during elections regard-
ing the reinstatement of a $5 re-
fundable fee for MontPIRG.
During public comment, sever-
al students spoke about the resolu-
tion, some in adamant support and 
others in certain opposition. All 
of the supporters had previously 
interned with MontPIRG and ne-
gated claims that the group was 
partisan, emphasizing the scope of 
the nonprofit’s work. 
All of the opposition said they 
were offended by MontPIRG’s 
claim that it is the only student or-
ganization that trains students to 
campaign and advocate for issues. 
They said they learned the same 
skills as members of other groups 
like College Republicans and 
Forward Montana. Two people 
expressed concern that MontPIRG 
See ASUM, page 12
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Internationally-known Ameri-
can Indian flute player R. Carlos 
Nakai will be performing Thurs-
day at the University of Montana 
for the start of the National Con-
ference of Undergraduate Re-
search.
Nakai, a contemporary Ameri-
can Indian musician influenced 
by many different cultures, is 
an eight-time Grammy nominee 
who’s sold more than four million 
albums.
He produced the first American 
Indian recording to ever receive a 
gold record, an award for selling 
more than 500,000 albums. 
Nakai will perform tonight at 
7 p.m. in the University Theatre.
Though the event is free, priority 
seating will be given to students 
enrolled in the conference, said 
Janie Spencer, conference man-
ager for NCUR. 
“He’s just an amazing person 
and someone we thought would 
be of great interest to students,” 
Spencer said. 
Since it’s also the week of the 
Kyi-Yo Pow Wow, having Nakai 
Successful American Indian flute player to perform at UM today
Carmen George
Montana Kaimin
come this week seemed like a 
great fit, she said.
Nakai said his performance 
Thursday will include traditional 
and contemporary American In-
dian pieces, along with a question 
and answer period following the 
music.
He hopes the performance will 
inspire people to learn more about 
the indigenous cultures of North 
America, and all cultures that 
make up this nation.  
“We are now a culture of mixed 
heritage, which is actually a very 
positive thing,” Nakai said.
While the signature of his 
37 albums is American Indian 
flute music, many of his record-
ings are collaborations with mu-
sicians from around the world, 
including a Tibetan flutist, a tra-
ditional Japanese ensemble and a 
Hawaiian guitarist.
Along with his music, Nakai 
is involved in educating people 
about different cultures and learn-
ing how these backgrounds influ-
ence one another. A few days ago, 
he returned from a two-week cul-
tural learning trip in Hawaii with 
a small group of student flute play-
ers from the United States. 
Kathy Norris, director of pro-
motions for Canyon Records, the 
recording and distributing compa-
ny Nakai has been with for more 
than 25 years, said the Hawaii 
trip is an example of the types of 
things he’s always doing. 
“That’s the wonderful thing 
about Nakai; he’s always expand-
ing his horizons, not only for him-
self, but for his fans,” Norris said.
David Beck, director of UM’s 
Native American Studies depart-
ment, said he was really pleased to 
see Nakai’s name on NCUR’s list 
of speakers and performers. 
“It’s a really excellent oppor-
tunity for the campus community 
Courtesy of John Running
On Thursday, a speech focusing 
on the civic obligation of universi-
ty students to give back to society 
will kick off the National Confer-
ence on Undergraduate Research, 
hosted by the University of Mon-
tana.
Students are able to attend uni-
versities through the use of some 
of their own money, but the con-
tributions of society also facilitate 
that learning.
Award-winning professor Wil-
liam David Burns will argue that 
the contribution requires students 
to pay back the cost of their edu-
cation through work that benefits 
others.
Burns’ speech, “Knowledge 
and Democracy,” will be given 
during the opening ceremony of 
the event, which is from 10:20 a.m. 
to noon in the University Theatre.
Garon Smith, NCUR confer-
ence chair and UM chemistry 
professor, described Burns as a 
dynamic leader who is modifying 
curriculums across the country.
Justyn Field
Montana Kaimin
NCUR to open with speech about civic obligation
“He’s really been a visionary in 
changing the way college courses 
are taught,” Smith said.
Smith said Burns is an oppo-
nent of the “read chapter one, now 
read chapter two” teaching style.
Instead, he said, Burns’ ap-
proach is to “try to make classes 
immediately relevant to the real 
world and engage students, get 
them excited.”
Burns is a professor of general 
studies at the Harrisburg Univer-
sity of Science and Technology. In 
2008, he received the Bruce Al-
berts Award for Excellence in Sci-
ence Education for his work with 
Science Education for New Civic 
Engagements and Responsibilities 
— SENCER — a program Burns 
founded.
SENCER is designed to in-
crease students’ interest in and 
understanding of science and help 
them connect their learning to 
work in their other studies.
SENCER’s objective is to de-
sign science and engineering 
courses with a focus on the real 
world application of those courses 
with relation to their social, politi-
cal and economic consequences.
Burns is also the lead author of 
several articles and publications, 
including the article “Knowledge 
to Make Our Democracy,” which 
is available online at www.sencer.
net /About /pdfs/Knowledgeto-
MakeOurDemocracy.pdf. 
justyn.field@umontana.edu
NCUR plenary lecture 2
R. Carlos Nakai
Thursday, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
University Theatre
NCUR plenary lecture 1
William David Burns
Thursday, 10:20 a.m. to noon
University Theatre
R. Carlos Nakai
because he’s such a marvelous 
performer,” Beck said. “He’s very 
highly regarded inside and outside 
Indian country.”
carmen.george@umontana.edu
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You probably shouldn’t friend-
request Henriette Löwisch on 
Facebook.
“I would never friend a pro-
fessor on Facebook (if I were a 
student),” said the University of 
Montana associate journalism 
professor. “Students aren’t aware 
that when they make spontaneous 
remarks about their lives, what 
they did on the weekend, someone 
who might be a reference down the 
road is reading that.”
Löwisch will be presenting an 
NCUR keynote lecture on the rel-
evance of social media like Face-
book and Twitter. 
“I’m going to talk about this 
generation, your generation, of 
young Americans and whether the 
‘cool’ social media is going to help 
us change the world,” she said.
Löwisch, a native of Germany, 
received her journalism training in 
Munich and has worked for publi-
cations in Europe and the United 
States. She joined the faculty as an 
associate professor last fall.
Löwisch said she was invited 
to give a keynote lecture about six 
months ago because of her interest 
in students’ questions.
It was tough at first to pick a 
topic, she said, but four months 
ago, she started doing research on 
social media.
Löwisch said she thinks social 
networking can be important if 
Kate Whittle
Montana Kaimin
UM journalism professor to focus on social media in lecture
people use it to reach out beyond 
their normal sphere.
“Like the students coming 
to this conference, do they use 
Facebook and Twitter to see if 
other people are doing the same 
thing?” she said. “You effect 
change by interacting with some-
one with different ideas.”
Löwisch said maybe even some 
seemingly pointless Facebook ap-
plications could have a use. 
“Farmville can be a way to 
playfully interact with someone,” 
she said.
Löwisch uses Facebook, Twit-
ter and Tumblr, and has a some-
what-neglected blog. 
“I do all these things because 
I need to; how can I teach these 
I would
never friend
a professor
on Facebook.
“
”
Henriette Löwisch, journalism professor
For Steve Running, this week’s 
National Conference on Under-
graduate Research will be an op-
portunity to reach an important 
group of students to talk about 
climate change, now that time is 
running out to find solutions.
“We know the global climate 
is getting warmer and that if fos-
sil fuel use is not reduced substan-
tially, the planet will become too 
warm for human life,” Running 
said. “These are, I’m assuming, 
some of the brightest and most 
motivated undergraduates in the 
country. I imagine these will be 
the science leaders of tomorrow. 
I hope to give them ideas of what 
they should pursue.” 
Co-recipient of Nobel Prize to discuss climate change at NCUR
Heidi Groover
Montana Kaimin
Running is one of this year’s 
NCUR plenary speakers and will 
present Friday at 1 p.m. in the Uni-
versity Theatre. He said he plans 
to summarize current global cli-
mate trends, address the trends 
that can be expected in the future 
and suggest what college students 
can contribute to slow global cli-
mate change.
Running has worked in the 
University of Montana’s College 
of Forestry and Conservation 
since 1979 and was a co-recipient 
of the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize as a 
member of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, which 
received the prize along with Al 
Gore.
The panel’s findings were used 
in Gore’s documentary, “An In-
convenient Truth,” and at the Co-
penhagen Climate Change Con-
ference in December, Running 
said. 
“My job (on the IPCC) was to 
summarize the impacts of climate 
change on ecosystems in North 
America,” Running said. “The 
most important of those for our 
part of the country was increased 
wildfires.”
In its announcement of the 
2007 winners, the Nobel Com-
mittee cited the importance of sci-
entists like Running to the study 
of climate change: “Through the 
scientific reports it has issued 
over the past two decades, the 
IPCC has created an ever-broader 
informed consensus about the con-
nection between human activities 
and global warming. Thousands of 
scientists and officials from over 
100 countries have collaborated to 
achieve greater certainty as to the 
scale of the warming.”
The IPCC is currently nomi-
nating and selecting authors for its 
next assessment, which is due out 
in 2013. Running said the panel 
usually changes two-thirds of the 
authors from one assessment to the 
next, and he doesn’t know whether 
he will be reappointed. Selections 
for the panel will be announced 
around October, he said.
heidi.groover@umontana.edu
NCUR plenary lecture 4
Henriette Löwisch
Saturday, 11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.
University Theatre
NCUR plenary lecture 3
Steve Running
Friday, 1 p.m. to 2:20 p.m.
University Theatre
Blaine Dunkley/Kaimin archive
students if I don’t?” she said. 
She said she used to refuse 
Facebook friend requests from 
students, but these days she doesn’t 
have the heart to.
Löwisch also promised that 
her NCUR lecture will feature a 
“technological surprise.” 
“It will either be a ridiculous 
disaster, or quite fun,” she said.
Löwisch will present her lec-
ture at 11:30 a.m. in the University 
Theatre on Saturday.
kate.whittle@umontana.edu
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Even though Missoula is a (relatively) small city, there’s still plenty 
to keep people of age busy in downtown Missoula on a weekend night. 
Here are a few of the places worth checking out:
Al and Vic’s 
119 W. Alder St.
If there’s any place that depicts the randomness that is Missoula, Al 
and Vic’s is it. It’s not uncommon to find your young business profes-
sionals mingling with a classic Missoula hippy. That hippy could also 
be talking with your regular Dave Matthews-listening, pink-polo-shirt-
popping bro. All in all, Al and Vic’s may be one of the best places to 
grab a beer.
James Bar 
127 W. Alder St.
Blue-collar mill workers talking with hippies and bros not your thing? 
Not a problem, because just next door is James Bar, which is chic by 
Missoula standards. Don’t go in with some stained sweatshirt — I would 
at least tuck in your button-down. And like Al and Vic’s, both bars are 
pretty liberal with the amount of alcohol in each drink (although James 
does charge a bit more).
Red Bird
111 N. Higgins Ave., Suite 100
Located through the lobby of the historic Florence Building in down-
town Missoula, the Red Bird is one place in Missoula to get higher-
end cuisine. Its menu changes to accommodate locally-grown produce 
and meat and includes lamb, duck, bison and pasta. To get some of Red 
Bird’s “edible artwork,” it’s best to make a reservation, but in case you 
forget, it’s possible to snag a seat in the connected wine bar.
Restaurant hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 5 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Wine Bar: Monday-Saturday, 5 pm. to 10:30 p.m.
Contact: (406) 549-2906
Pearl Cafe & Bakery
231 E. Front St.
Doubling as a cafe and bakery, the Pearl offers a variety of special 
desserts to accompany your meal. The restaurant’s self-proclaimed 
theme is “country fare with a city flair,” and the menu includes Idaho 
trout, quail, elk and bison meat. Locally known for its interior design, 
the Pearl is a great place for an elegant evening out. Reservations are not 
needed, but they are recommended for Friday and Saturday nights. They 
can easily be made online at www.pearlcafe.us. 
Hours: Monday-Saturday, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Food
Charlie B’s 
428 N. Higgins Ave.
Charlie B’s was once named by Esquire Magazine as one of the best 
bars in America, so you should swing on by to at least take a look inside. 
Drinks are priced fairly, and, of course, you can’t go wrong playing a 
round of pool. Also, be sure to check out all the pictures on the wall: 
Mostly, it’s just old guys who will always be cooler than you. 
Bodega and the Iron Horse
221 Ryman St. and 501 N. Higgins Ave. 
Do you consider yourself a bro? If so, swing on by any of these water-
ing holes. You’ll fit right in.  
The Oxford Bar and Cafe
337 N. Higgins Ave.
Want to see a Missoula legend? Go to the Ox for a late night-bite and 
drink. Frankly, if you are downtown and you’ve had a few to drink and 
you don’t end up at the Ox, you fail at life. So think about that before you 
just walk on by this Missoula staple. 
justin.franz@umontana.edu
Bars
The Shack
222 W. Main St.
A local favorite since 1949, the Shack boasts an antique bar that made 
its way up on a Missouri steamboat, along with other antiques like maps, 
clocks and chandeliers. This is one of the best places in town to go out 
for breakfast. If you’re old enough to drink, you have to try their mimosa 
– it’s enough to bite back at that hangover. At every meal, the Shack of-
fers many vegetarian options, so if you’re an herbivore, this is the place 
for you. No reservations needed.
Hours: Monday-Wednesday, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Thursday-Friday, 7 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.; Saturday-Sunday, 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sa-Wa-Dee
221 W. Broadway St.
The restaurant takes it name from the Thai greeting for “hello,” so if 
you’re in the mood for an ethnic meal, say “hello” to Sa-Wa-Dee. The 
restaurant offers authentic Thai food at reasonable prices. All meals can 
be made to fit your spice preference, so if the heat scares you, just ask 
your server if it can be toned down. Sa-Wa-Dee is open for both lunch 
and dinner. Reservations are accepted, but not needed.
Hours: Monday-Friday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.; Sat-
urday, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
The Old Post Pub
103 W. Spruce St.
“Hey, it’s more fun to eat in a bar than to drink in a 
restaurant!” is the slogan of Missoula’s lively Old Post 
Pub. Live music is offered every Thursday and Friday 
night beginning at 10 p.m., and the pub’s Web site rec-
ommends arriving early to get a seat. A bar and restau-
rant, the Old Post Pub offers a special late-night menu 
Thursday through Saturday of appetizers to curb your 
hunger, or just soak up the alcohol in your stomach. 
Hours: Monday-Friday, 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.; Thurs-
day-Saturday, 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.; Saturday-Sunday, 9 
a.m. to 11 p.m.
The Bridge
600 S. Higgins Ave.
Located just before the Higgins Street bridge, the 
Bridge is well known for its original pizzas and micro-
brew beer. The Bridge has a college-town atmosphere 
with its brick interior and location on Missoula’s Hip 
Strip. Pizza can be purchased as a pie or by the slice if 
you choose to dine in the restaurant, which also deliv-
ers. Other items on the menu include Panini, burritos, 
rice bowls and pasta. A meal here is one of the most 
affordable “good eats” in Missoula.
Hours: Monday-Sunday, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
jessica.stugelmayer@umontana.edu
A visitor’s guide to downtown Missoula
LEFT: The Shack Cafe is a Missoula classic, offering breakfast, 
lunch and dinner for omnivores and vegetarians alike. 
Kat Franchino/Montana Kaimin
By Justin Franz
By Jessica Stugelmayer
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Downtown Missoula comes alive on the weekends, of-
ten because of the happening music scene that brings out 
both local bands and national touring acts. Many of the 
bars downtown feature exciting live music all throughout 
the week. 
The Badlander 
208 Ryman St. 
The Badlander is a venue that regularly features a live 
DJ, as well as live bands. Every Thursday, the bar hosts 
the popular Dead Hipster dance party with local DJs spin-
ning hip-hop, electronic, and pop dance tunes for a packed 
house. This Friday, the Badlander will feature Missoula’s 
afro-beat band Reverend Slanky, and Saturday is ABSO-
LUTELY, the weekly dance party with DJs Kris Moon and 
Monty Carlo spinning tracks all night. 
The Palace Lounge
147 W. Broadway St.
Located directly beneath the Badlander, the Palace 
Lounge hosts many of the electronic and hip-hop acts com-
ing through Missoula, and features music of other genres 
as well. On Thursday, Chicago’s metal rock band Bible of 
the Devil will be playing at the Palace. The band says it 
specializes in “hell-raising anthems evoking images of hu-
man dementia, conquest, urban debauchery, and violence.” 
Its openers are Missoula’s Rooster Sauce and Thug Nasties, 
two garage rock bands that frequently play in downtown 
Missoula.  
Up-tempo beats will keep bodies moving in the Palace 
the rest of this weekend with two electronic performers vis-
iting from California. Robotrash will perform Friday and 
MIMOSA will perform Saturday.
The Top Hat
134 W. Front St.
If you’re looking for something a more mellow, the Top Hat of-
ten features more low-key rock ‘n’ roll acts. Jameson & the Sordid 
Seeds will perform Thursday, playing some sweet blues and reggae 
tunes. On Friday, singer/songwriter/guitarist Leon Redbone will 
perform his interpretations of classics from different genres. Red-
bone has been featured in Rolling Stone magazine and performed 
on shows like Saturday Night Live. 
Also performing Friday is Missoula’s Americana band Lil’ 
Smokies, which describes its sound as “handmade Montana mu-
sic that smokes.” Performing at the Top Hat Saturday is Missoula’s 
Zeppo, an eight-piece R&B band with a New Orleans feel to its-
sound.
Union Club
208 E. Main St.
A bar that tends to bring out more country rock bands is the 
Union Club. Performing Friday is Missoula’s country singer/song-
writer Shane Clouse and Stomping Ground, chosen as “Montana’s 
Best Country Act” in the 2008 Montana Colgate Country Show-
down. Russ Nasset and the Revelators, a country and rockabilly 
band out of Missoula that likes to get its fans dancing, will play 
Saturday. 
Most of these venues have nightly drink specials, so you must be 
21 or older to attend, with a select few allowing those 18 and older. 
Shows generally cost $10 or less and start around 9 p.m. For more 
information on any of these shows, or shows at other venues, you 
can visit missoulaevents.net. 
victoria.norskog@umontana.edu
Music
Diners enjoy Cajun and Creole food at the Dinosaur Cafe located 
at the back of Charlie B’s. Charlie B’s is a local bar wedged between 
Higgins Alley and the Break Espresso.  
Tarn Ream dances to 
the beat of a drum as 
she performs a Guinea 
Fare, or women’s dance, 
Wednesday night at 
The Palace.  “If you can 
do African dance you 
can do pretty much 
anything,” said Ream, 
who is the co-founder 
of the Unity Dancing 
Drum, a group that 
seeks to bring African 
dance to Montana. 
Ream has been practic-
ing African dance for 
nearly 20 years.
Kat Franchino/Montana Kaimin
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin
By Tori Norskog
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With approximately 20,000 
youth aging out of foster care each 
year in the United States, students 
in the University of Montana’s So-
cial Work 360 class think it’s im-
portant to raise awareness about 
this issue. They hope to raise mon-
ey to help foster kids who are left 
with no support system by hosting 
a dance this Friday at the Elk’s 
Lodge.
“Most kids have a good sup-
port system in their parents,” said 
Maghan Strachan, a UM junior 
majoring in social work. “But once 
kids age out of foster care, they 
have nothing.”
When foster kids reach the age 
of 18, they are often left to fend 
for themselves because their foster 
families and the state are no longer 
required to give them assistance. 
Strachan said the students hope 
to take some of the financial bur-
den off those foster kids through 
the fundraiser Friday night.
“Overall, we really want to 
make people aware that this is an 
issue,” Strachan said. “And we 
want to raise money so these kids 
Where in Missoula can you 
find a place that is decorated with 
black-and-white portraits of for-
mer customers?
If you correctly guessed the 
downtown Charlie B’s bar, then 
you might want to give a crack at 
Friday’s scavenger hunt. 
Starting at 6 p.m., eight riddles 
will be posted on the Night Vision 
Missoula Web site, www.night 
visionmissoula.com. Scavengers 
will have until 6 a.m. Saturday 
morning to complete the missions. 
Once participants have deci-
phered the location described in 
the riddle, they must travel there 
and take a picture of themselves. 
The first team or person to e-mail 
all the photos to nightvisionmis-
soula@gmail.com will win night 
vision goggles and have their pho-
tos featured on the site.
The Web site is a product of a 
feature writing class at the Univer-
Social work class aims to change the community
Shanda Bradshaw
Montana Kaimin
have some resources.”
Social work professor Danielle 
Wozniak said the fundraiser came 
about through the “Community 
Change” project she assigns in her 
class.
“I ask them to identify their 
passions,” Wozniak said. “I ask 
them what they really care about 
and what do they see that needs to 
be changed.”
She said this semester, her stu-
dents became really passionate 
about those who have aged out of 
foster care and went to work trying 
to help them out in any way they 
could.
“To be put in foster care in 
the first place is to have a kind of 
fractured life to begin with,” Woz-
niak said. “Then to be turned loose 
at 18 and have very little to work 
with, that’s kind of like a double 
whammy.”
Wozniak said she aims to teach 
students how to create broad so-
cial change regarding issues such 
as aging out of the foster system. 
“Social work is a really power-
ful tool to bring about a just soci-
ety,” Wozniak said. 
She said the project teaches stu-
dents how to put their social work 
mission into play and teaches them 
the steps to do so through real-
world experience.
“One thing I want them to 
take from the class is to be able to 
create a vision of social change 
and then to be able to put that vi-
sion into action,” Wozniak said.
She said the group of students 
will also be holding a panel event 
on April 27 at Meadowview 
Church at 7:30 p.m. The panel will 
raise awareness about aged-out 
foster kids through a discussion of 
the issues those kids face.
Wozniak said that while part of 
her class is focusing its efforts on 
aged-out foster kids, her other stu-
dents are hoping to educate young 
women about their bodies and 
sexuality through radio vignettes 
that will be aired on Montana 
Public Radio’s “In Other Words” 
program. 
Abbey Vranizan, a social work 
student, said the short public ser-
vice announcements are their way 
of reaching out to women about 
subjects such as consent, body im-
age and sexuality.
“I don’t think that a lot of young 
girls are informed on these issues 
that are important to them,” Vra-
nizan said. 
Wozniak, who grew up in a so-
cially active family, said her stu-
dents’ proactive attitudes regard-
ing awareness are exactly what she 
hoped for. 
“I don’t want to quote the 
Obama campaign, but what I want 
them to realize is that ‘yes, we 
can,’” Wozniak said.
The first of the events held by 
Wozniak’s class is the fundraiser 
dance at the Elk’s Club Friday at 9 
p.m. The event is for those 18 and 
older and will feature DJ Chunki-
ye and DJ Mad Matter. Tickets can 
be purchased at Rockin Rudy’s be-
fore the event for $7 or at the door 
for $10.
All proceeds from the event 
will be donated to Montana Youth 
Homes. 
shanda.bradshaw@umontana.edu
Journalism site to host scavenger hunt
sity of Montana’s School of Jour-
nalism. Henriette Löwisch, who 
teaches the class, said she hopes 
the activity will give minors some-
thing to do on a weekend evening.
“If you’re under 21, it’s hard 
to find something fun to do,” she 
said, noting that the bulk of Mis-
soula’s popular nightlife caters to 
the college drinking crowd.  
Because the event coincides 
with the National Conference on 
Undergraduate Research, anyone 
can participate, whether they at-
tend UM or not.
For those hoping to get a leg 
up on the competition, Löwisch 
suggests visiting the Night Vision 
Missoula Web site. Throughout the 
semester, 20 students in her class 
have explored and written about 
the after-hour activities around 
the city. Stories have ranged from 
profiling a gas station clerk work-
ing the graveyard shift to sampling 
exotic Asian tea drinks served at a 
local restaurant.
“The Web site is a portrait of 
the city after dark,” Löwisch said. 
“The idea behind that is to have 
students write meaningful stories 
about this environment that isn’t 
that well-known.”
Löwisch said the site has had an 
active audience, which has grown 
to reach across many demograph-
ics in the city.
“There’s a lot of people fasci-
nated with it,” she said, “especially 
with the diversity of the stories.”
Löwisch said the riddles won’t 
allude to far-flung places. 
“Every place that we chose 
will be within walking distance 
of campus,” she said. “You don’t 
have to have a car.”
That said, a little brainpower 
will be necessary, Löwisch said. 
“They might stump people for 
a moment,” she said. “To solve 
these riddles, you have to read the 
stories or talk to people. We’ll see 
how many people can pull it off.”
erin.cole@umontana.edu
Erin Cole
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I don’t want to quote the Obama 
campaign, but what I want them 
to realize is that ‘yes, we can.’
Danielle Wozniak, UM social work professor,
on students educating young women
“
”
Students to hold dance Friday night to raise money for ‘aged-out’ foster children
As the spring tennis season 
winds down, the men’s tennis team 
is fighting for its life. The Big Sky 
Conference tournament hosts four 
teams this year, and currently the 
Griz sit in that final spot. The 
Grizzlies would have to hold off 
perennial rivals, such as Eastern 
Washington and Portland State, in 
order to secure their place. 
This is a common situation for 
many of the Montana sports teams 
that don’t play on fall Saturday af-
ternoons in front of 25,000 fans. 
For the Grizzly tennis, volley-
ball, golf, soccer, track and field, 
cross country and even basketball 
teams, the Big Sky Conference has 
been a steady home for the last 47 
years. 
There have been years of domi-
nance. There have been years of 
inadequacy. But for the most part, 
the nine-team conference has pro-
vided a level playing field for the 
Griz. 
But it’s possible that this could 
change.
For the past month, there’s been 
talk of Montana changing confer-
ences. Most people call it moving 
up. 
In a meeting with the Kaimin 
a month ago, athletic director Jim 
O’Day outlined the budgetary cri-
sis the athletic department was 
facing. He said budget cuts and 
rising fixed costs have put the pro-
gram in a tight spot and gave three 
possible solutions:
—The aforementioned move 
up, which would give the Griz 
more revenue in the form of televi-
sion contracts and league payment. 
—The end-of-the-world option 
of a move down to Division II that 
would cut the amount of money to 
Montana’s teams, though the low-
er division would compensate with 
lower-quality opponents.
—The third option of staying in 
the Big Sky and potentially cutting 
the more expensive out-of-state 
scholarships, limiting the ability 
for the Grizzlies to compete. 
A month later in his office, 
O’Day ruled out choice two. 
“Where we’re at right now, I 
don’t think that’s even an option,” 
O’Day said. “We have too much 
going for us.” 
If the athletic department can 
work through its budgetary woes, 
option three would be pristine, 
O’Day said. 
“Right now, we’re very com-
fortable with where we’re at,” he 
said. “The Big Sky Conference is 
good for us right now.” 
But it’s the first option that has 
been the talk of the town. 
A move up would put Grizzly 
football on the nation’s grandest 
stage. They could possible pull 
a Boise State — an ex-Big Sky 
member that has successfully tran-
sitioned to the larger conferences 
and is now a national powerhouse. 
It might not be that rosy for the 
football team. Same goes for the 
rest of Montana’s sports. 
Aside from the basketball teams 
and their 25 combined Big Sky 
titles, the rest of Montana’s sports 
have struggled in conference. 
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Cases of trophies and other athletic awards from decades of UM student athletes sit on display in the hallway outside the West Auxiliary Gym. Grizzly athletic pro-
grams would face tougher competition if UM were to switch from the Big Sky Conference to the Western Athletic Conference, a decision that would be based on 
budget cuts throughout the athletic department.
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The soccer team has limped 
since winning its last conference 
title 10 years ago. Volleyball domi-
nated the early 1990s, winning the 
1991 title, and was the top regular 
season team in 1992. It hasn’t seen 
the top since. 
Men’s tennis has consistently 
finished near the top in confer-
ence, but hasn’t quite sniffed a 
title. 
There is a difference between 
these teams and football. Montana 
football competes at the Division 
I level, which has two subcatego-
ries. Montana sits in the Football 
Championship Subdivision, which 
is considered weaker than the 
Football Bowl Series division that 
a potential move up would place 
the Grizzlies in.
The rest of Montana’s teams 
play full-on DI. There are no sub-
divisions for these sports. If the 
Montana tennis team were ranked 
No. 1 in the country, it would be 
the real No. 1. 
But there are weaker confer-
ences. And the Big Sky is one of 
them. 
A potential move could make 
the chance of any future confer-
ence titles bleak. 
The most thrown-around suitor 
for Montana is the Western Ath-
letic Conference. 
From the tennis perspective, 
this would drastically change the 
level of conference play, head 
coach Kris Nord said. 
“If it were the WAC we move 
to,” Nord said, “we’re stepping 
into a very competitive tennis con-
ference.”
The WAC includes schools 
such as Boise State, Nevada, Ha-
waii and New Mexico State. 
Boise State and Hawaii are two 
of the nations top 50 men’s tennis 
teams. 
For women’s tennis, which has 
never finished better than third in 
the BSC, the WAC has Boise — 
44th — and Nevada — 77th. 
In the women’s sole match with 
Boise this year, the Broncos swept 
the Griz 7–0. 
The move to a tougher confer-
ence would force the Griz to make 
some changes, Nord said, starting 
with recruiting. 
“We would probably not be able 
to go after local kids anymore,” he 
said. “For instance, if we can get 
a chance to recruit a Montana kid 
and he can help us, we get him in 
there. But if we were in the WAC, 
it would be a little tougher to say 
that kid can help.” 
The natural rivalries that have 
defined Montana competition 
would take a hit too. No longer 
would the basketball team be play-
ing Weber State in the BSC finals. 
Any Griz-Cat matchup would lose 
its conference luster. 
“It would be interesting to have 
a whole new group of schools to 
compete against,” Nord said. “But 
my dad coached here in the 60s. 
I grew up as a kid in the Big Sky. 
That would be hard. There is defi-
nitely a sentimental aspect to it.” 
From the basketball aspect, 
Montana seems to fit in with the 
WAC. The conference produced 
two NCAA tournament teams this 
year, Utah State and New Mexico 
State — both 12 seeds. The Griz-
zlies made the tournament this 
year as a 14 seed. 
The men and women combined 
for a 3–0 record against the WAC 
this past season. 
Women’s head coach Robin 
Selvig said he wasn’t too con-
cerned about a potential move. 
Over the years, he said, talk about 
moving is typical water cooler ma-
terial. But he noted that this year 
it’s a little more serious. 
“It does get talked about all the 
time,” Selvig said. “Five years ago 
I would have just said it’s a bunch 
of talk, but now I think it’s a little 
more realistic that it’s being con-
sidered.” 
Selvig said a concern would 
be losing some of the natural ri-
valries, and voiced an “if its not 
broke, don’t fix it” opinion about 
other teams. 
“Football has a heck of a thing 
going for it. And sometimes you 
don’t want to screw up a good 
thing,” he said. 
Before the Grizzlies would 
make any such move, O’Day said, 
an independent party would come 
and perform a study to assess the 
pros and cons of changing confer-
ences. 
O’Day said one of the big con-
cerns before a potential move is the 
state of the facilities. The school 
has sufficient football, basketball, 
volleyball and outdoor track ven-
ues, O’Day said, but something 
would need to be done for the oth-
er sports, such as golf and tennis. 
Not to mention the two new 
teams that Montana would have to 
add upon entering the conference. 
O’Day speculated that swimming/
diving, softball and women’s ski-
ing could potentially be consid-
ered. 
The level of competition for 
teams other than football isn’t 
much of a concern for O’Day, al-
though he said the teams would 
have to step it up a bit. 
But that concern, among all the 
others, is one for a different day, 
as O’Day said any talk of moving 
conferences is still speculation, 
and no movement can happen until 
the August 2011 NCAA mandated 
moratorium, which prohibits con-
ference changes, ends. 
“There would have to be some-
thing very special that came up,” 
O’Day said. “The way I look at it 
right now, it would be very, very 
hard to move anywhere.” 
 tyson.alger@umontana.edu
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Budget cuts and rising costs could impact the future of Montana athletics
Changes ahead?
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The Montana track and field 
teams were expecting a much 
smaller stage at home this week 
after some athletes competed at 
the UCLA Invitational last week. 
The Montana Open meet will be 
even smaller now that the multi-
events portion has been cancelled.
The men’s decathlon and wom-
en’s heptathlon were initially pen-
ciled in for Thursday and Friday 
before coaches decided against it 
to give the athletes a break. Satur-
day’s Open will carry on as sched-
uled.
Griz multi-eventers are coming 
off performances over the week-
end at Idaho State and UCLA. 
Multi-event athletes compete in 
seven or 10 events, and Montana 
multi-event coach Adam Bork said 
having only a few days to recover 
from a full meet leaves them well 
below their desired performance 
levels.
“Doing the decathlon back-to-
back weeks is tough,” Bork said. 
“It’s just too draining and too hard 
on the body. They’re still a little 
banged up, and now they can get 
two more days of rest.”
Since none of the other teams 
coming to Missoula for the Mon-
tana Open entered athletes in the 
multi-events, competition would 
have only included Grizzlies. 
Bork also said that since all three 
Montana decathletes finished last 
week’s meet with Big Sky Confer-
ence qualifying marks, the deci-
sion to cancel the events was even 
easier.
“If one needed to get a 
qualifying mark, we probably still 
would have done it,” Bork said. 
“Instead, we just entered them in 
a few open events.”
The cancellation does leave two 
Griz woman heptathletes without 
qualifying scores or further oppor-
tunities to attain them this season, 
Bork said. Senior Megan Betz is 
the only Montana qualifier for the 
Big Sky Invitational in that event 
after a successful run last week in 
Los Angeles. Freshman Lindsey 
Hall and senior Amber Aikins, 
who were also at the UCLA meet, 
were unable to qualify after sus-
taining some minor injuries.
Because neither will have 
a chance to earn an automatic 
qualification, Bork said they will 
receive the women’s team’s two 
wildcard entries to the Big Sky 
outdoor championships in Ogden, 
Utah, May 12 to 15.
The multi-event Grizzlies will 
be taking things a little easier by 
only entering events on Saturday 
with the rest of the team. Montana 
will face off against athletes from 
Montana State, Gonzaga, Carroll 
College and MSU Billings. Griz 
head coach Brian Schweyen said 
his team is looking to continue 
building on what they’ve accom-
plished so far.
“We’ve had nothing to re-
ally complain about,” Schweyen 
said. “We want to get better each 
week and so far that’s happened. 
We want improvement across the 
board.”
Schweyen said that while com-
peting at home can be nice, the 
meet is rather small and there 
won’t be many athletes involved 
from visiting schools. 
He said a stronger field 
would help Montana 
teams improve with less 
than half the season re-
maining.
“It is somewhat help-
ful,” Schweyen said, “but 
I’d almost go somewhere 
where the competition 
is a little better than it 
is being at home. We’re 
working toward that 
peak. We want to have it 
so we’re at our most ex-
plosive come conference 
time.”
One Griz runner 
reaching that peak this 
season is sophomore Ka-
trina Drennen, who at-
tained Big Sky women’s 
track athlete of the week 
honors this week after 
winning the 5,000-meter 
run at UCLA.  Drennen 
pulled away from the 
pack of 23 others on her 
way to a personal best 
16:46.37 in the event, 
finishing more than 30 
seconds ahead of the 
next runner.
“Being down at sea 
level really elevated my 
race,” Drennen said. “I 
made my move with a 
mile to go, and it was like 
racing the mile within 
the 5,000 meters.”
After blasting past 
the competition, Schw-
eyen said Drennen’s ability to 
keep her pace and win by such a 
large margin is not only tough to 
Coaches opt to scale down this year’s Montana Open
AJ Mazzolini
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Katrina Drennen finishes a 400-meter run during a Griz track practice. Drennen recently 
won the 5,000-meter run at UCLA with a time of 16:46.37. The Grizzlies will host the Mon-
tana Open Saturday. 
Kat Franchino/Montana Kaimin
do, but can be tough on the run-
ner as well. Running track is all 
about your best time, he said, and 
running near the group can give 
the runner a final boost of adrena-
line toward the end of a race.
“Working with someone else 
could push her a bit more,” he said. 
“In a race with even higher caliber 
athletes, she can go even faster.”
The Montana Open kicks off 10 
a.m. Saturday at Dornblaser Field 
with the women’s hammer throw. 
Drennen will defend her athlete- 
of-the-week honor, starting in the 
women’s 1,500 meters at 1:25 p.m.
anthony.mazzolini@umontana.edu
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UM second baseman Ryan Peterson (left) narrowly avoids a collision with out-
fielder Colton Hedges at the Grizzlies’ baseball practice on Wednesday afternoon 
at Playfair Park. The Griz host the MSU Bobcats at Ogren-Allegiance Park this 
Saturday at 6:30 p.m.
Ben Coulter/Montana Kaimin
It’s the UM men’s tennis team’s 
sole home stand this year, and it’s 
a big one, to say the least.
Sitting precariously in fourth 
in the Big Sky Conference, the 
final qualifying position for the 
season-ending league tournament, 
Montana has back-to-back-to-back 
home matches against Eastern 
Washington, Northern Colorado 
and Montana State on the docket 
this weekend, and coach Kris 
Nord’s men’s tennis crew are talk-
ing must-win.
As usual, setting the tone will 
be always-reliable sophomore Carl 
Kuschke in the lead position, fol-
lowed by senior Mikolaj Borkows-
ki in the No. 2 spot.
Griz players know it’s by far the 
most crucial weekend of the year, 
and the three games in three days 
schedule won’t make it any easier.
Kuschke said he knows it’ll un-
doubtedly be a physical challenge; 
the guys are up for it.
“It goes without saying that 
it’s going to be tough,” Kuschke 
said. “But we do conditioning all 
through the fall to prepare for a 
weekend like this. We’re very well 
prepared physically, and I think 
we’ll handle it well.”
The good news for Montana is 
that they’ll be playing their first 
home match of the season. 
Kuschke said playing at home 
is a luxury the Griz aren’t used to, 
but it’s a rarity they’re more than 
willing to come to terms with. 
“It’s just so nice to be able to 
sleep in your own bed and come 
out and play at home,” Kuschke 
said. “We really love that we’re fi-
nally getting the chance.”
The better news is that they’ll 
get that chance against the three 
teams they’re leading in the Big 
Sky.
The biggest test comes first, 
as the No. 5 Eagles come to town 
Friday. The next day comes the 
easiest test: last-place Northern 
Colorado, which is winless in the 
league and has only won one of its 
14 matchups this season. Sunday 
brings the seventh-place Bobcats.
On the women’s side, you could 
call last weekend a tale of two af-
ternoons. Fresh off a 7–0 wallop-
ing at the hands of Washington 
State last Saturday, the club hand-
ed out one of its own last Sunday, 
drubbing Lewis and Clark State in 
a 7–0 sweep.
 It would be easy to chalk up 
the results to two different caliber 
opponents. Washington State is a 
nationally-ranked Pac-10 power-
house and Lewis and Clark com-
petes in the lowly NAIA, but the 
difference in confidence from day 
to day was telling. 
Still, the Griz avenged an em-
barrassing 2009 loss to the War-
riors with the win and the strong 
rebound should bode well for 
coach Steve Ascher’s club as it 
takes on Northern Colorado Sat-
urday.
As always, playing at the No. 
1 spot for Montana will be junior 
Rebecca Bran. 
She knows playing in the first 
position brings added pressure, but 
she said she goes into every match 
with the same killer instinct. The 
fact that Montana has already 
clinched the No. 3 spot in the con-
ference tournament won’t change 
that.
“Of course there is pressure 
when you’re trying to win for the 
team,” Bran said. “But at the same 
time, as an individual competitor 
you want to win every time you 
step onto the court, no matter 
what.”
Plus, despite the fact that their 
showdown with the sixth-place 
Bears carries no tournament po-
sitioning clout, there’s still added 
motivation this time around.
“This is our one and only home 
game,” Bran said. “We don’t want 
to mess that up.”
matthew.mcleod@umontana.edu
Men’s tennis team faces 
must-win home matches 
Matt McLeod
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You wouldn’t know by look-
ing outside in recent weeks, 
but baseball weather is on its 
way.  And just in time for the 
Grizzlies to host archrival 
Montana State this weekend. 
Despite constant snowfall and a 
cold rain on Tuesday, Saturday and 
Sunday will feature temperatures 
closer to summer than winter. As 
of Wednesday, this weekend’s 
forecast calls for temperatures to 
reach at least 65 degrees, and the 
mercury may even top 70 if condi-
tions are right.
Needless to say, the incredibly 
positive change in weather has the 
baseball team in a summer state of 
mind.
“(The warm weather) will defi-
nitely be nice on our arms,” said 
UM baseball coach Ryan Shar-
key. “Morale just generally stays a 
lot higher when it’s warm.”
Pitchers have a tendency to 
go deeper into games because it 
is less likely that their arms will 
tighten up in the warmer weather, 
Sharkey said.
The potential for good weather 
is the icing on the cake for the 
Grizzlies, as they will play their 
first home games of the season at 
a venue that is considered one of 
the best in Montana.
As opposed to playing tradi-
tionally at the legion ball fields 
near Big Sky High School, this 
spring the Grizzlies worked off a 
minor debt and have moved into 
Ogren Park at Allegiance Field, 
home of the Pioneer League’s 
Missoula Osprey. The Osprey are 
the rookie-ball affiliate for the 
Arizona Diamondbacks of Major 
League Baseball and have played 
at the park since it was opened in 
2004.
However, due to financial 
constraints, the park took an ad-
ditional three years to reach full 
completion despite being open for 
baseball. The finishing touches to 
the stadium were the installation 
of new locker rooms, concession 
areas, a press box and souvenir 
stands.
Considering where they used to 
play, the Griz understand how for-
tunate they are to be able to play 
at a top-notch facility like Ogren-
Allegiance Park.
“It’s great,” Sharkey 
said.  “We’ve already seen a huge 
turnaround in (fan) interest this 
season.”
Outside of playing at a top-
quality venue this season, fan in-
Griz baseball opens at home against Bobcats
terest has also been facilitated by 
the baseball team’s Facebook page 
and Twitter feed, and the team an-
ticipates a good crowd showing 
up this weekend to cheer them on 
against the Cats, Sharkey said.
The Griz have practiced at the 
park most of the spring, but have 
yet to play a game since their home 
opener in March against Northern 
Colorado was cancelled due to a 
combination of poor weather and 
the Bears’ inability to resolve in-
ternal team issues. 
After a solid month of playing 
on the road to open this season, 
the Griz will play their final nine 
games in Missoula, beginning 
with a three-game set against the 
winless Bobcats. 
The Bobcats come into the se-
ries with a 0–6 record, but that 
doesn’t mean there will be any less 
fight in the rivals from Bozeman.
“They’re 0–6 in conference, but 
they played Boise State and Weber 
State, which are both respectable 
teams,” Sharkey said.
The Griz (5–4, 5–7 overall) will 
not take the Bobcats lightly after 
a weekend in which Idaho State 
notched its first two conference 
victories of the season against the 
visiting Grizzlies.
In Pocatello last weekend, the 
Bengals took the first game 7–2, 
the Griz won the second game 
7–5, and Idaho State took the rub-
ber match in an 11–10 thriller on a 
weekend when Montana was miss-
ing five starters. 
The star of the weekend for the 
Grizzlies was sophomore outfield-
er Anthony Piluso, who slugged 
two homeruns and recorded five 
RBIs in Montana’s lone victory of 
the weekend. 
In the final game, he hit a bas-
es-clearing three-run triple to give 
the Griz an early 5–2 lead, but 
Montana wasn’t able to hold on for 
the victory.
Piluso is thriving in his new 
role as Montana’s clean-up hitter, 
tallying 10 RBIs in the final two 
games against the Bengals. He at-
tributes his recent success to a mi-
nor adjustment in his stance and 
becoming more patient in the bat-
ter’s box.
“I closed my stance a little,” 
Piluso said. “I’m waiting for my 
pitch and seeing the ball better.”
This weekend, Montana will 
need to go for a sweep of the Bob-
cats in order to maintain pace with 
Utah State and keep their post-
season hopes alive. Anything less 
will make the road that much more 
difficult, considering a showdown 
with first-place Weber State looms 
on the horizon.
“We really have to get all three 
of these if we want to make re-
gionals,” Piluso said. “If we don’t 
win all three of these, it’ll be tough 
for us to make it.”
With the potential for summer-
like weather, a professional-cali-
ber ball field, a home opener, and 
a battle against an arch nemesis, 
there’s a multitude of reasons to 
catch a baseball game this week-
end. 
“You can’t beat a Cat-Griz ri-
valry at Ogren Park,” Sharkey 
said. “I can’t think of anything 
else I would rather be doing.”
troy.warzocha@umontana.edu
Troy Warzocha
Montana Kaimin
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for 
advertisements which are placed in the 
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their 
best judgement and investigate fully any 
offers of employment, investment or re-
lated topics before paying out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.15 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.25 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can 
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepay-
ment is required. Ads may be placed at 
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email: 
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
                    BAHA’I FAITH 
Cling thou to the hem of the Robe of God, 
and take thou firm hold on His Cord, a 
Cord which none can sever. - Baha’u’llah. 
For local information call 829-9538.Or on 
the web:  bahai.org or bahai.us 
                 LOST AND FOUND  
Lost: Black & White Cat around the 
Harlem & Steven Avenue area. Has a 
deformed ear, older cat & very vocal. Call 
Maria at 529-0604.
Found ipod in Main Hall Rm. 210 call 
243-4826 to claim.
Lost: Black case logic USB drive at CHC 
Building or Craig Villages Call Elyse  
907-841-8357.
                      FOR RENT 
Weekend cabins 30 mins. from Missoula. 
$44-$66/night. Rock Creek Cabins.  
251-6611.
5 bedroom, 1 bath apt.  Washer/dryer.  
Sewage, water, and garbage paid.   
Off-street parking near University.  1 year 
lease.  $1400 plus deposit.  Call 493-1942.  
Available May 1st.
Two available bedrooms for rent in nice, 
quiet South Hills home. $400.00 a month 
includes everything: water, gas, cable, 
electricity, garbage, etc. There is also a 
$400.00 deposit. Please Call Joseph @ 
1-406-949-4293.
Cheap Charley’s Mini Storage. Griz 
Discount: Full month free with 3 months 
up front. Student discount for truck rental. 
406-721-7277
                        FOR SALE 
FREE Clothes This Saturday - all styles, 
Guys and Dolls!!! Curb Traders in  
Hamilton Inventory giveaway!  We will be 
accepting $ donations for our local food 
bank. 363-3473
               
                  HELP WANTED 
It’s not too early to start thinking about 
summer employment! Glacier Raft 
Company Glacier Outdoor Center is  
looking for enthusiastic individuals to 
work this summer. Jobs are available in 
guiding, retail, reservations, and photo 
sales. Work near Glacier National Park. 
(800)235-6781 alex@glacierraftco.com
Photographer needed to shoot a  
September 18,  2010 wedding.  Must take 
digital pictures both outside and indoors.  
Call 549-9549.
Wildland Firefighters Needed call  
406-273-6111
Montana Harley-Davidson is Now Hiring 
for a Full Time Seasonal Retail Posi-
tion (40+ hours)! Must be able to work 
weekends, be customer service oriented, 
outgoing, self motivated, and dependable. 
Submit your resume to Kelcee Baker at 
Montana Harley-Davidson, off I-90 and 
Airway Blvd., Missoula 406-721-2154
              MISCELLANEOUS 
“Screenprint Art Contest!  Submit your 
t-shirt artwork to the new Wrongside
Print Station for a chance to have your 
design featured in the library as
well as a free t-shirt for yourself.   
For more information, please see
www.zootownarts.com or e-mail us at 
wps@zootownarts.org.  Submissions are 
due April 16th. 
Best cash price paid for your used guns. 
546-6745 leave message
                    PERSONALS 
Counseling and Psychological Services. 
Personal counseling appointments  
available. Please call 243-4711
“Stuttering Support Group for Adults. UM 
Speech Language and Hearing Clinic
Apr. 16th at 12 noon (Curry Health 
Center-Lower Level)
Contact: Chris Merriman, 243-2377, or 
Christine.merriman@umontana.edu
                     SERVICES 
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Student  
discount! Computer Central  
136 E. Broadway 542-6540
Basic Wildfire Training, April 10-11 and 
April 17-18; for info call 543-0013
                 SUMMER & FALL  
           WRITING INTERNSHIPS
Are you interested in wildlife conservation 
and outdoor adventure?  Want to write for 
a 150,000+ circulation magazine and a 
website receiving 100,000 hits per month?  
Bugle magazine at RMEF is your ticket.  
We offer two unpaid internships a semes-
ter that give you the chance to boost both 
your skills and resume while writing for 
print, broadcast, and the internet.  You will 
also gain exp. using and advanced website 
content management system.  Come be 
part of our team, email jobs@rmef.org for 
more info.
The visiting 12-member ac-
creditation team that spent Mon-
day and Tuesday assessing the 
University of Montana suggested 
in its exit report that the admin-
istration address infrastructure 
problems at the College of Tech-
nology. 
Paul Reichardt, provost emeri-
tus at the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks and member of the vis-
iting team, read the findings to 
UM administration and faculty 
members Wednesday. 
The team’s report said COT 
facilities, including modular class-
rooms with inadequate heat, must 
be addressed.
The visitors also recommend-
ed that the University increase 
Visiting accreditation team suggests improvements for COT, budget
Heidi Groover
Montana Kaimin
resources for faculty development, 
continue its practices for recruit-
ing and retaining faculty and ad-
dress faculty salary issues includ-
ing inversion, which occurs when 
new faculty members are given 
higher salaries than those who al-
ready hold positions. 
The report recommended that 
UM complete the full implemen-
tation of department assessments 
across campus; establish a clear 
and commonly-understood defi-
nition of academic advising; im-
prove graduate student orientation; 
make campus-wide goals for aca-
demic, infrastructure and technol-
ogy developments more specific 
and consistent; and more clearly 
relate planned projects to the Uni-
versity’s budget and budgetary re-
strictions. 
UM President George Den-
nison said planning, assessment 
and advising improvements are in 
progress and will remain priorities 
for the University. 
“We will also pay attention to 
the recommendations on salaries 
as much as we can, and on the 
College of Technology,” Dennison 
said.
“They are high priorities, but 
the economic situation is such that 
we’ll have to work pretty hard on 
those, and we will. We have to 
keep all of these efforts moving.”
Jim Hirstein, Accreditation 
Steering Committee chair, said 
there were no surprises for the ad-
ministration on the recommenda-
tion list. 
“Everything they said are plac-
es we are already looking into,” 
Hirstein said. “They are things we 
know we need to improve, and that 
will happen.”
Dennison agreed that the find-
ings were generally at the attention 
of the University already.
However, he said he did not 
foresee the recommendation to 
implement an orientation program 
for graduate students but the ad-
ministration will address it. 
The committee commended 
UM for effective shared gover-
nance among faulty, staff and 
students; campus-wide research 
efforts and accomplishments; 
construction of new facilities; the 
new Native American Center and 
the Native American Studies pro-
gram; information technology de-
partments; and the Davidson Hon-
ors College. 
After the visitation team sub-
mits a draft report to Dennison 
later this month, he will have the 
chance to review and respond to 
it before a final report is written 
and submitted to the University 
and the Northwest Commission on 
Colleges and Universities, which 
accredits UM. In July, Reichardt 
and Dennison will appear before 
the commission and receive a fi-
nal decision on the university’s ac-
creditation. 
An accreditation team from the 
agency visits UM every 10 years to 
assess its strengths and weakness-
es, make recommendations for 
improvement and decide whether 
it will remain an accredited uni-
versity. 
heidi.groover@umontana.edu
Golightly, too, hopes the course 
and their research will improve 
the community’s understanding of 
a diverse homeless population that 
often does not fit common stereo-
types.
“I was one week away from 
living in the Joseph Residence, my 
son and I, and I have a master’s 
degree in social work,” Golightly 
said.
The students’ various presenta-
tions will be held Friday from 8:50 
a.m. to 9:10 a.m. in Liberal Arts 
235, 9:10 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. in LA 
234 and 11 a.m. to 11:20 a.m. in 
LA 234, and Saturday from 8:30 
a.m. to 8:50 a.m., 8:50 a.m. to 9:10 
a.m., and 10 a.m. to 10:20 a.m., all 
in LA 234.
A searchable list and schedule 
NCUR
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of NCUR presentations is avail-
able at www.umt.edu/ncur2010.
Here are some other highlights 
from University of Montana stu-
dents: 
Samantha Stephens
senior, political science
“Inevitable Iran: The Use of 
Coercive Diplomacy in Con-
fronting Iran’s Nuclear Enrich-
ment Program”
Thursday from 8:40 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
in room L14 of the Gallagher Busi-
ness Building
Kaimin: What will be the topic 
of your presentation?
Stephens: My research focuses 
on coercive diplomacy as a diplo-
matic tool and whether it works as 
applied to Iran and its nuclear pro-
gram. Coercive diplomacy is one 
of the last attempts before military 
force is used. It’s not like diplo-
matic discourse where people are 
on an even bargaining table. One 
power is threatening another.
Kaimin: Why should an av-
erage UM student attend your 
presentation?
Stephens: I think because it’s a 
very important topic and one that 
a lot of people don’t know about 
because we’ve had a lot of misun-
derstanding of the Iranian side.
Lucas Bahnmaier
senior, athletic training
“Wii-hab: The Potential Benefits 
of Using the Nintendo Wii for 
Sports Injury Rehabilitation” 
Saturday from 10:40 a.m. to 11 
a.m. in room 210 of McGill Hall 
Kaimin: What will be the topic 
of your presentation?
Bahnmaier: Anywhere in ath-
letic training, rehab or physical 
therapy settings, more and more 
settings are using the Wii gaming 
system for rehab, mostly for bal-
ance training and fine motor con-
trol. I compared the efficiency of 
the two [traditional balance train-
ing and Wii balance training]. We 
found there wasn’t a significant 
difference in the two, but the Wii 
improved balance just as much.
Kaimin: Why should an av-
erage UM student attend your 
presentation?
Bahnmaier: Missoula is a 
physically active community and 
getting to know how to do basic 
balance exercises on your own 
could be helpful when you get a 
bump or a bruise.
Joe Veltkamp
junior, media arts, economics
“Darkness”
Thursday from 1:30 p.m. to 1:50 
p.m. in room 122 of the Gallagher 
Business Building
Kaimin: What will be the topic 
of your presentation?
Veltkamp: I’m doing a video 
called “Darkness.” I’m gong to 
be talking about the technology 
behind the process. It took the en-
tire semester to create the project, 
almost 150 hours. It was a really 
good learning experience and a 
great introduction to the AfterEf-
fects program.
Kaimin: Why should an av-
erage UM student attend your 
presentation?
Veltkamp: Well, it’s an awe-
some movie. This one you get to 
actually watch a movie and learn 
the process behind the making of 
it.
jayme.fraser@umontana.edu
ASUM
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would operate with essentially no 
ASUM oversight, denying stu-
dents an opportunity to influence 
how their money is spent.
By the meeting’s end at 1 a.m., 
the resolution was tabled for later 
discussion and Davis passed his 
handwritten resignation to Vice 
President Emily May before si-
lently walking out of the room.
Most of the remaining senators 
expressed sadness at his decision 
during closing comments.
“I resigned because I can no 
longer stand by the decision-
making process of the ASUM 
senate,” Davis said after he left. 
“We grilled Jamie (Bennett) and 
Jared (Trilling) and the MontPIRG 
board to give us every single de-
tail and answer all of our questions 
and not only did we not scrutinize 
the athletic fee, we passed the res-
olution based on hearsay and fear 
tactics.”
Davis said he would have 
voted for the fee increase if the 
senate had been presented with 
more thorough information and if 
it were lower. 
He said he did not resign over 
the fee itself, but rather because 
he’s lost confidence in the ASUM 
Senate’s dedication to thorough-
ness for students.
“On a resolution that dis-
cusses a new $5 student fee we 
scrutinize the fine details, but, a 
moment before, just passed a reso-
lution for a $26 increase that costs 
students $700,000 a year,” Davis 
said. “I will not stand in front of 
the student body and support that 
decision when there was so little 
information.”
jayme.fraser@umontana.edu
